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M:'s. Powers Seen Better

After Reported Pill Dose

Washington, April 20 (P—Mrs.
Rarbara Powers, 27-year-old wife
of U-2 pilot Francis Gary Pow-
crs, was taken to a hospital to-
day suffering from what police
reported were the effects of an
overdose of sleeping pills. She
was later described as out of
‘danger.

TPowers accompamed her to the
hospital.

Rallied After Few Hours

The owerses have been living
for several weeks at an apart-
ment in suburban Alexandria, Va.,
and Mrs. Powers was taken fo
the Alexandria Hospital shortly
after 3.30 this morning. She was
transferred to Georgetown Uni-
versity- Hospital in Washingion
at 6.20 A.M.

The Alexandria Hospital said

she was treated there for '‘medi-
cation reaction”' and Lt. Nelson
Rickey, of the Disirict -of - Colufii-
hia police, 'said investigating of-[t
licers were told Mrs. Powers had
[laken appreximately 28 nembutal
‘tablets, a barbiturale dtug used
‘to induce sleep. He did not say
iwho gave this information.
° Mrs. Powers was unconscious
‘when admitted to Georgetown and
,an attending physician said her
irnndltmn was very serious at’
that time. However. a few howrs
iater, she was reported -cmi-
conscious and the hospital’s ex-
ccutive  director, Charlex D,
Shields said:

“Her condition is still heing
cvaluated, but she is in satis
factory condition and et o
danger.”

Later, the hospital issued a scc-
ond statement which said:

“She [Mrs. Powersl was ad-
‘mitted by ambulance in a coma-
{ose condition and is being studied

. to determine the cause of her
illness which is probably due to
a medication reaction.

“Ier condition is satisfactory.”

“Medication Available”

Dr. G. E. Schreiner, who is
attending Mrs. Powers, said she
is being treated for acute gas-
{ritis because’ it is known ‘“‘medi-
ration was available to her.” But,
e added, “‘we don't know if she
took them.”

town hospital until mid-morning
and then left - “to’ get things
squared away,”” ‘a doctor said.
Powers was not available for com-
ment and hospital officials de-
clined to say what he told them
of his wife's illness. ,

_Powers, nuw 32, camg into the
news in May 1960 after his U-2
spy plane was brought - down
while on a picture-making recon-
naissance mission over the Soviet
Union,

Released In Trade

Convicled .'as a spy, he was
sentenced to ten years' imprlson-
ment but was freed last Febraary
in a deal involving the simul-
taneous- release of CHL.. Rudolf
Abel, a Soviet spy sel’hﬁg“a 30-4
year sepfence in this cmgrt,ry ;

The Central Intelligence, ,Agen(v
cleared Pawers of any- derelic-
tion of duty and he was feturned
to his $30,000-a-year CIA job.

Mrs. Powers is. the, former Bar-
bara ‘Moare of Albany, Ga. The,
couple whs married in 1954 and:
there are no children,

Mrs. Powers was llvmg wnth
her husband at his base in Tur-
kev before he went down in Rus-
sia. )

Powers remained at the (}eorge-t
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